CHRISTIAN LIVING
CONSCIENCE
"The Spirit expressly says that in the later times some will depart from the faith by giving heed to deceitful spirits and doctrines of demons through the pretensions of liars whose consciences are seared, who forbid marriage and enjoin abstinence from foods which God created to be received thankfully by those who believe and know the truth." (1Tim.4:1-3)
In today's world, one of the greatest social problems, if not the greatest, is that there are so many views, including in the churches, of what's morally acceptable.
The absence, in the lives of many of a final authority, leaves the door wide open for people to do what's right in their own eyes.
This brings us away back to a time when God's law was not fully in effect in natural Israel (Deut.l2:8 & Judges 17:6), a time when there was no king in Israel, no final authority.

It has a parallel in our time, for when we come back to the present, to spiritual Israel (Phil.3:3, Gal.6:15-16), to the citizens of the heavenly Jerusalem (Gal4:26, Phil.3:20-21), we do have a king, a final authority, and he is no other than the Jesus Christ, the real Word of God. But if that Word is not Lord of all, and the final, absolute authority in our lives, then how are we different to the natural Israel of Deuteronomy or Judges?
I once thought that conscience was the same for everyone, having grown up in a small country town where virtually everyone known to me had the same beliefs of right and wrong.

Being born into a Roman Catholic family, and having been brought up in that religion’s principles, my conscience told me that if I ate meat on a Friday, it was a mortal sin. It also told me that if I died without having confessed that sin to a priest, or without a ‘perfect act of contrition’, I'd go straight to hell. The same was true of failing to go to mass on a Sunday, and many other things.
Some of these rules have, of course, now been changed, and a present day Catholic doesn't have to worry about going to hell for them.
But I'm not interested in getting into the strangeness of these teachings here, or the even stranger conclusions one could come to of going to hell for having been born at the wrong time, or in the wrong place.
The point I do want to make is this, our conscience’s view of right or wrong is very largely dependant on our upbringing. An example of what I mean can be clearly seen in the behavior of the young Hawaiian women, at the time of Capt. James Cook's first visit to that country. They saw nothing wrong in greeting those sailors by having sex with them, for in their society, as in today's world, they saw nothing wrong in the practice.
The great difference between that society and ours is that they had never known God's decree on what the Bible calls fornication, whereas western society has known this for many centuries. Today this same society has turned its back on that knowledge.
This is surely very clearly seen in what happened to those women. The white men, from a 'Christian' society, knew that what they were doing was against God's principles; at least they should have known. Because of that knowledge, those men were infected with, and passed on venereal disease to the women, a disease which they had not known before; whereas their Hawaiian men, who knew nothing of God's principles on this issue, had no such infection.
Today, sadly, many of the 'Christian’ churches are not shy about corrupting the Word of God by adding to, or taking from it (Deut.4:2, Rev.22:18-19), when it suits, and so creating a guilty conscience among their members about many things, such as the wearing of certain clothes, like suits and ties, tithing, abstinence from meats and different drinks, regular church attendance, church membership, and many others. Whereas in the Word there are very few requirements laid down for Gentile believers (Acts 15:28-29), other than the two great ones of Matt. 22:37-40); and we won’t even mention the open acceptance, in some areas, of actions which are an abomination to God. (Lev.20:13, Rom.l:24-27)
On account of all these things I have long since come to realise that, while in the natural we may have been born with the ability to have a conscience, and while there may be in us some basic things to start with, never the less, our conscience is much more than just something we've been born with.  Instead, it's something which has been developed in us, often by outside forces or influences, but also by our own pet beliefs, doctrines, prejudices, and efforts at deluding ourselves.
A very great danger, as we go on in our spiritual lives, is that, if we allow ourselves to drift into the habit of not consulting the Lord about everything we take on board as truth (Joshua 9:3-15), we can so easily forget that everything we hold to be God's truth, must be governed by God's kind of love for others, keeping eternity in mind always. (Matt.22:37-40) Otherwise we may become guilty of rejecting our new, real godly conscience (lTim.l:19), and reverting back to our old naturally corrupt one.
There was a song around many years ago, which had a line saying, "Let your conscience be your guide", which is a view that seems to be very popular today. This appears, to me at least, to be downright dangerous when it comes to what's right or wrong before God. In the Word there are many references to different types of consciences. The first one we'll look at is in Titus 1:15. "To the pure, all things are pure, but to the corrupt and unbelieving, nothing is pure. Their very minds and consciences are corrupt."
We must surely know, because we've been born with a corrupt nature, it is very easy to do the wrong thing, and very difficult to do what's right. We also know it is this fact which makes it essential that we die with Jesus Christ, by faith. Then, and only then, we can, and must, be reborn with a completely new nature. (Eph.4:24)  Jesus said, "Unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God." (Jh.3:5)
It follows that as our old nature is corrupt (Eph.4:22), our natural conscience must also be corrupt, since we, of ourselves, do not, and cannot, know God (Matt. 11:25-27), or his ways and thoughts. (Is.55:8-9)
There's a great difference between the ignorance of God with which we were all born, and an ignorance, which is still in many of us, despite the truth of Acts 17:26-27 and Rom.1:19-20. This is without even taking into account the free availability of the scriptures today.
This brings us to the corrupt mind and conscience of Titus 1:15. In Acts 17:30-31 we see the contrast between corruption due to the ignorance of not knowing, with which we were born, and that corruption due to culpable ignorance through unbelief.
This brings us to 1Tim.4:1-2. And while this scripture talks primarily about some departing from the faith, it must surely also apply to those who, despite all the evidence around them of God's eternal power and deity (Rom.1:19-20), are still using the very thing which God has put in them - the need to seek him (Acts 17:26-27) - as an excuse for making all kinds of people, things, doctrines and self-interests, their gods - their idols (Rom.1:21-32)
In the process of rejecting the truth about God, and going after the gods of this world (2Cor.4:3-4), people are blinded to the truth (Jh.l7:17, 14:6), and their consciences are seared. Just like an open wound which has been seared by a hot iron, they are sealed, completely closed, and the truth cannot penetrate.
This is all very obvious in today's world, and even more so in man's churches. Think of all the things which were seen as evil and wrong not that many years ago. And now, those who in any way opposed these changes in morality are regarded as being out of touch with the reality of our times, and this new morality. 

The next category of conscience we'll look at in the Word is the all too common weak type. (1Cor.8:4-13, 10:23-32) These are the ones who are so easily led by people in positions of authority and leadership, whose own consciences are seared by their rejection of the simple truth of God's Word.
But these weak ones are the object of God's love, and the love of those true disciples of Jesus who have a real heart for the flock. They are the children of Eph.4:14, and they desperately need the attention of the Spirit filled, Spirit gifted disciples of Eph.4:11-13. We should all long for, and truly seek after those tools of spiritual power (Acts 1:8) for building the body of Christ, the true heavenly Jerusalem.
The next category seems to have two possible titles, pure and clear, depending on which version of the Bible one’s reading. The text is 1Tim.3:9, and it reads, "Holding the mystery of faith (Col.l:27, lTim.3:16, 1Cor.15:51-57) with a pure or clear conscience". 

As we've seen in Tit.1:15, the word pure is contrasted with the word corrupt. And as by nature, our thoughts and ways are not God's thoughts and ways (Is.55:8-9), the distinction between these two being infinite, it follows, that for our conscience to be clear before God, it must be purified and re-programmed, just as we ourselves must be reborn and re-programmed, before we can enter God's kingdom; before his kingdom can dwell in us. (Luk.17:20-21) 

This is, of course, the pro-active part of our life long war with our old nature, the flesh, which is ably supported by the devil, using all his forces in an effort to enslave us again (Heb.6:4-6, Eph.6:10-18), an effort which will not succeed, if we walk faithfully in the Spirit. (Rom.6:12-14, 8:5-8) 

There are two ways in which this pro-active part is accomplished in us, first by a process of purging (Heb.9:14), then by one of cleansing. (Heb.l0:2, Eph.5:25-26) 

To purge, is to purify from the inside, so as to get rid of the very deep-seated ideas and values of right and wrong which were in our consciences from day one, being part of the fallen nature we inherited through our natural parents.
Man's science tells us we can't really help ourselves in these areas, as they are in our genes, part of our subconscious.
But God says that while this is true, in so far as it goes (Ps.49:7-9), he has solved the problem for us. First of all, by breaking the power of those genes in our lives, through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ (Heb.9:14, 1Pet.1:18-19); secondly by putting a completely new nature - a whole new set of spiritual genes - in us, which are made in his own likeness, in true righteousness and holiness. (Eph.4:22-24)  

Hence the war of Gal.5:17 between the two natures now in us, the old, still in the members of our physical bodies (Rom.7:21-23), the new, in our spiritual being, that eternal part of us which is re-created in God's image, that is, in all who have truly experienced the mystery of our faith (Col.l:27), and the reality of the all-out, often hand to hand, combat with the very powerful allies of our old nature. (Eph.6:10-18)
And now to cleansing; no matter how completely we're purged from within we still have to live in this corrupt, anti-God world, for now. This present generation of the human race, especially in our western world, but sadly, ever increasingly so in the more 'under​developed’ areas, is under a bombardment of epic proportions; a bombardment of moral values on a scale never seen before.
Every time we turn on the TV or radio; every time we listen to music, or go to a concert; every time we pick up a newspaper, magazine or book; every time we walk or drive down the street, not to mention using the internet, we are confronted by this bombardment, in one form or another.
God's thoughts, ways and values are denigrated. Man's ways, thoughts and values are held up as the real and only true answer to everything.
Whether we like it or not, as long as we are in these bodies, some of those worldly, ungodly ideas and values will stick to us like dirt and dust. And if we don't get rid of them, they will penetrate our spiritual pores, and become part of us.
This is why it is so important that we wash and bathe ourselves often in the waters of God's Word (Eph. 5:25-26); for while it is the blood of Jesus Christ which does the deep purging, it is the Word of God which does the washing.
There is another area of conscience mentioned in the Word, which also comes under two headings, convicting or convincing, accusing or excusing. (Heb.4:12-13, Rom.2:13-16) But the only way we can be sure of the accuracy of these thoughts, is if we truly allow ourselves to be led by the Spirit of God's Word in our hearts (Jh.16:13-14, 1Cor.10:23-27), and by being still, not trying to figure out the answers for ourselves, but listening intently for the "still small voice of God", thereby coming to know what is his good and perfect and acceptable will, in everything. (1K.19:11-12, Rom.12:1-2)
Finally, we look at a good conscience. Our task in this life is to walk in, not just talk of, a love (Matt.22:37-40) which issues from a pure heart, a good conscience, and a sincere faith in the absolute truth and accuracy of God's Word (lTim.l:5&19), knowing that when we do what's right in God's sight, we'll often be abused for it. (lPet.2:19 & 4:3-4)
But when that happens, and happen it will, if we accept that trouble patiently, turning the other cheek, then we have God's approval. (1Pet.2:20-21, 4:19)
AND THAT'S AS GOOD AS IT GETS!
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